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Introduction

In the wake of  the assassination of  Queen Min (Min-bi , King Kojong 

where he and his entourage remained for a full year. He was accompanied by his concubine 
, 

, conceived during their sheltering in the legation. Not 
long after the prince was born, debate arose at court as to what an appropriate title for Lady 

(  1 
This initial proposal for her enthronement failed, but the question arose repeatedly over 
the next ten years.2

 

1  of  Ch’ungju  who presented a memorial calling 

 ( of  Han  having installed Lady Yin (Yin furen as his second empress and Emperor 
 of  Tang  having installed Consort He (He Shufei 

social background, as empress. So strongly did Yi feel about this that he prostrated himself  before the palace 
for days after he submitted his memorial. See , July 6, 1898, p. 2. See also 
note 21.

2 In the spring of  1907, there was a report of  a drafting committee forming with rumored support from 

any memorials, due in all likelihood to the abdication of  the Kwangmu Emperor in the summer of  that year. 
, 

May 18, 1907, p. 2. 
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empress. These promotions in rank attracted little resistance at court but from 1901 there
were increasingly frequent attempts to move King Kojong, now reigning as the Kwangmu 

 

either calling for, or opposing, her enthronement. The petitions were at times so numerous 

arrived at court by the wagonload and people were so obsessed with the issue that they could 
speak of  little else.3  

A facile reading of  these memorials suggests little beyond a raw power struggle. The 
death of  Queen Min created an opportunity for a new consort and her clan to dominate 

understood this opportunity and submitted or signed on to memorials, perhaps in the hope 
of  reaping the spoils when she ascended the throne, or perhaps under political pressure. 

defending the political interests of  the Min clan and its associates. We thus might boil down 

While this understanding is not incorrect, to ignore the rhetorical argumentation in these 
memorials is to miss a much deeper context: the Korean imperial project and its critics. As 
I have argued elsewhere,4
understood the Great Han Empire as the inheritor of  the imperial tradition ( 5 
beginning with King Wen of  Zhou (Zhou Wen Wang 
and continuing on through the Han , Tang , Song , and Ming  dynasties, after which it 

on the imperial tradition that had been underground since the seventeenth-century fall of  
the Ming Empire. The supporters of  the consort ascending the imperial throne thus couched 
their argumentation in a rhetoric that appealed to the larger imperial tradition stretching back 
through the Ming, Song, Tang, Han, and Zhou dynasties, with frequent appeals to the 

 (  (  to justify 
the installation of  a new empress. Those in opposition, however, grounded their resistance 

King Sukchong 
repeatedly called upon the Kwangmu Emperor to maintain his respect for his forebears, the 

3 
4 

 (Taegu, South 

5 
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the Zhou-Han-Tang-Song-Ming lineage. In effect, the opposition was simply uninterested in 
the pretensions of  the Korean imperial project. And indeed, this attitude went beyond mere 
disinterest and crossed over into contempt, as can be seen in the opposing memorial below. 

, 
 respectively in the autumn of  1906, and called 

issued a rescript in which he did not reject the suggestion outright but rather suggested that 

 and was written in direct response to the 

in opposition to the enthronement. Moreover, its language and approach are both thorough 
and more than a little cheeky, which is surely why the newspaper 

6

7

8 somehow dare to discuss the most 
important of  ritual protocols so closely related to the imperial consort Unable to accomplish 

In general, where there is heaven and earth, there is also husband and wife. In heaven 
and on the earth,  and 9

6 There is another version, slightly abridged and with minor variations, 

7 Passing the civil service examination in 1877, 

to serve in a variety of  posts after the establishment of  the Great Han Empire in 1897. He was the lead 
signatory of  this memorial but it is unlikely that he personally composed it. Not long after his submission 

 
 5:991 (

8  Province. See Yun Kapsik, comp.,  

9  is the dark, cool, female energy of  the cosmos, while  is the bright, warm, and male energy of  the 
cosmos. Here the memorialists draw a continuous line of  connection between and , heaven and earth, 
and male and female as constant cosmic pairings to suggest that an emperor without an empress is at odds with 
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reason, the  begins with the heaven and earth trigrams10 and the  
11 How could this not be the sages’ revelation of  human ethical 

order in its entirety? 
We believe Your Majesty, our Great Emperor, has occupied the throne alone since Her 

Majesty passed into heaven in 1895,12 and now it has been thus for nearly twelve years. And 
in that time we have been beset by the extreme urgency of  anxious times and the vexing 
complexity of  worldly events, but there has been no empress to aid in governance or oversee 

distasteful to fundamental human duty and disruptive to the affairs of  state? Ah, Her Majesty, 
Our Imperial Noble Consort,13 has managed the affairs of  the palace of  the empress, her 

14 she 
has brought ample auspiciousness to the Imperial Ancestral Shrine, and she is of  perfect 
virtue and sterling reputation, making her the correct sagely spouse. 

presented their joint petitions and esteemed scholars have pleaded in myriad memorials, yet 
all remain unread.15 The sincerity of  our sighing sadness is due to the utter kindness and sheer 
care the Sagely Will has taken in regard to this, the most important of  the Great Rituals. Thus, 

thousand times. Your Sagely Highness must not go even a single day without a spouse while 

10 , as both a divination text and an esoteric text of  cosmology, begins with treatments of  
heaven and earth as the most fundamental of  elements of  the cosmos. Heaven and earth, being associated with 

in relation to one another. See 

11  
Wen of  Zhou (Zhou Wen wang 
the foundations of  the Zhou state that enabled his successor, King Wu (Wu Wang 
defeat the state of  Shang  at the battle of  Muye in 1046 BCE. The memorialists here suggest that the 

general, that the marriage of  a monarch and his consort is the foundation of  any successful state. Moreover, the 
invocation of  King Wen and his statecraft invites the Kwangmu Emperor to see himself  and his newly declared 
empire as the next iteration of  the imperial tradition. See Zou Shengmai, ed., (Shanghai: Wen 

 ed. Ruan Yuan 

3:1a.
12 

13 “  
14 This is 
15 

empress. 

Acta Koreana, Vol. 27, No. 1, June 2024168



must not go even a single day without their national mother16 as they live out their lives in 

begins with the Imperial Ancestral Shrine.17 The expression of  gratitude [to the spirits of  the 

18 How could 

illumination of  virtue?19 
How, then, to proceed? Emperor Jing of  Han enthroned Lady Wang as empress.20  

Emperor Guangwu of  Han enthroned Consort Yin as empress.21 If  we use the past to 

16 The national mother (  
17 The suggestion here is that offerings must be made at the ancestral shrine so that the sprits of  the past 

sovereigns will bestow their blessings on the upcoming marriage of  the crown prince.
18 In the 

temple of  her husband. Her sincerity in making these offerings was said to be such that even if  she were to 
collect common weeds and prepare them as offerings for the altar to her husband’s deceased ancestors, the 

more than ten years, the memorialists suggest that there had been no one to properly perform these rituals at 
the imperial ancestral shrine. With the wedding of  the crown prince looming, the memorialists contend that it 
was of  critical importance that the rituals at the ancestral shrine be done correctly. Correctly here meant done 

as the memorialists claim in the previous paragraph, she should be granted the title of  empress so she could 

kindly upon the crown prince’s wedding. See, Zou Shengmai, ed., (Shanghai: Wen sheng shu ju, 

19 Here the memorialists are asking the emperor not to violate the norms as laid out by the sages in the classics. 
20 The memorialists cite Lady Wang ( , 

empress to Emperor Jing  (
the second empress to the Kwangmu Emperor. On the life of  Lady Wang and her promotion to empress, see 
Sima Qian, Ssu-
ma Ch’ien, Historian, Vol. 1, trans. Burton Watson (New York: Columbia University Press, 

21 , 5 – 64 
 Emperor (

 (Taibei: Shang wu yin shu guan, 
 Emperor of  

the Korean Han  Empire had the same reign name as the Guangwu  Emperor of  the Chinese Han 
Empire. The shared reign name was not a coincidence but rather a comparison of  the Guangmu Emperor who 
restored the imperial tradition after the interregnum of  Wang Mang  and the Kwangmu 
Emperor who restored the imperial tradition after the fall of  the Ming Empire. See Van Lieu, “On Reading 
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consider the present, there is no shortage of  such precedents worthy of  adoption. Your 

Your Sagely Brilliance to quickly issue an order to the court astrologers to immediately select 

fortunate would be the Imperial Ancestral Shrine and the Altars to Earth and Grain!22 How 
fortunate would be your subjects!

Rescript: I have fully considered your memorial. As this is the most important of  rites, 
it is not yet appropriate to discuss.  

23

24

We respectfully submit that the  reads, “How grand is Heaven, the beginning 

22 In the memorial text, the reference to the Imperial Ancestral Shrine and the Altars to Earth and Grain are 
rendered , an abbreviation of   . The Imperial Ancestral Shrine is where the 
emperor makes offerings to his ancestors to ensure their continued blessing of  the imperial enterprise and the 
country at large while the Altars to Earth and Grain are where the emperor makes offerings to the spirits of  the 
earth and grain to ensure plentiful harvests and the prosperity of  the people. When combined, the phrase refers 
to the foundations of  the state. See 
1:24, 26-7.

23 

24 

was the lead signatory but probably not the author of  the memorial. See  36:25a-b (  
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25

heaven and earth each have their place. The sages writing of  the Great Shun having shown 
his conduct26 and of  King Wen’s aid from within27 are examples of  this. We reverently submit 

28 was of  perfect benevolence and abundant virtue, 
having shared her broad moral transformation for thirty years. She brought a generation 
to happiness and prosperity and gathered the myriad surnames29

past twelve years, having suddenly lost the blessed happiness and loving protection of  [Her 
30 How 

fortunate it is that Lady Sun31 passed through the court ranks, one by one, and has now risen 
to the position of  imperial consort. Her pure and simple virtue is clear in dark cords of  jade 

32 33 And now at this time, subjects 
from the court and the provinces alike have submitted petitions repeatedly, earnestly begging 
for the designation of  the title of  the great position.34 This represents the sincere sentiment 

people to lose hope and fall into despair. How could they not be like infants wailing for their 
mother’s breast? 

25 
26 When the legendary emperor Yao  was seeking an heir, he learned of  Shun’s 

virtue. Thinking Shun might be a suitable heir, Yao sent his daughters Ehuang and Nuying  to serve 
as his wives in order to see how Shun behaved. Shun acted properly and eventually came to inherit the throne 
after Yao. See Zou Shengmai, ed. 

27 This is a reference to King Wen’s consort Tai Si and the role she played in supporting her husband during his 
reign. See note 11. 

28 
29  is a reference to the common people. 
30 
31 Lady Sun (Sun-bin , 257, 273.
32 In (

of  the roles of  the wives of  the king and various ranks of  the feudal lords in making the ritual clothing of  the 
sovereign. The queen (
jade beads that hang from the royal crown. The implication is that the primary consort plays a critical role in the 
ritual function of  the sovereign, and thus in the successful functioning of  the state. In the present memorial, 

33 This is a reference to a line from 

body. The image suggests that staying within the household and remaining in a lower role generates great good 

ed., 
34 This is likely a reference not only to the current signatories but also to the many memorials over the previous 
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great as heaven and earth, moving them to dance with clapping hands and stamping feet with 
a joy unrestrained.35 If  both the emperor and the empress take their places before the crown 
princess presents herself  before the throne, then we too will be unable to keep ourselves from 
clapping our hands and stamping our feet in joyful dance. With all possible sincerity we again 
labor to respectfully express our wish that the Sagely Brilliance would look up in awe to the 
Imperial Ancestral Shrine and to the Altars to Earth and Grain, submit to the sentiments of  the 
people, and quickly issue an announcement and command the appropriate agencies to select the 
auspicious date for the ceremonies to install the imperial consort as empress. Praying in earnest 
a thousand times, ten-thousand times, we cannot bear the extremity of  our fear.36 

Rescript: I have fully considered your memorial. As these matters are of  the utmost 
importance, how can it be acceptable to consider them in haste? 

37

35 

, ed. 

, trans. 
 could cause readers to dance 

unconsciously. See Lu Zuqian and Zhu Xi, comp., , ed. Jiang Yong (Shanghai: Jiao jing shan fang, 
, trans. Wing-tsit Chan (New York: 

36 This is a variation on a common set-phrase used at the end of  memorials and other formal requests. The fear 

37 
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38

We respectfully submit that in our deepest thoughts, we believe that the way of  emperors and 

of  and . It therefore can nurture all things and parent the common people. This is 
, heaven and earth compliment and 

complete one another.39 And of  the three hundred poems of  the , those included 

of  the mandate of  the state.40 Which among the ruling houses of  the past did not respect 

empress has long remained empty and must be made right. When the palace lacks regulated 
ceremony, the subjects are bereft of  the blessings of  morally transformative nurturing. This 

41 
The wedding of  His Majesty the crown prince is drawing near and various palace 

ceremonies should be determined in advance. It is a matter of  our private thoughts, we 
respectfully submit, that from the times of  antiquity, once an emperor has ascended the 

Han dynasty text .42 It is thus that there are many cases in the historical 
records in which a consort rose to the rank of  empress without ever raising the suspicions 
of  later generations. Presently, Her Majesty the Imperial Noble Consort is of  a uniquely 
pure and placid virtue and for years now, the subjects of  this land have looked up to her 

43 

in reverence to the heavenly throne. We respectfully implore Your Great Imperial Majesty 

38 Having passed the civil service examination in 1894, 
during the Kojong reign and held a succession of  posts in the censorate during the Kojong reign and was 

and traveled through the Mt. Chiri (Chiri-san 
protectorate treaty, just before he submitted the 1906 memorial. Once the Han Empire was annexed into the 
Japanese Empire in 1910, he settled in in the village of  Ch’udong  near Mt. Kaya (Kaya-san 

, 41:57b (

39  was the legendary author of  the See Chi Songuk, ed., 

40 These poems concern the virtues and duties of  Tai Si, queen to King Wen of  Zhou, and of  lordly consorts in 
general. See notes 11 and 18.

41 The suggestion here is that everything else under the reign of  the Kwangmu Emperor is perfect, save this one 
issue of  the absence of  a primary consort.

42 In 79 CE, Emperor Zhang Bai hu guan 
which the leading scholars of  the day debated the classics in an attempt to unify the competing interpretations 
of  different schools.  (
compiled and edited by Ban Gu 

, 3:8b-10a. 
43 See note 33.
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to enact the great virtue of  initiative and quickly rectify the throne of  the empress. Employ 

We have heard that recently a number of  gentlemen have taken up this matter and 

present their position adequately and later attempted to clarify themselves.44 Their words, 
however, were vague in the extreme. As we attempt to understand this, privately we are 

records.45  know only the signatories 
to the memorial but not the content presented therein? What could this mean? In what 
situation does one know the signatories of  a memorial but not its content? Moreover, the 

 
 to sow doubt and delay in what is now a general consensus. That which cannot be denied 

is public opinion. That which cannot be shaken is great righteousness. Your Majesty, please 
bestow your considered judgement.

Rescript: I have fully considered your memorial. Major state rituals are not to be requested 
in such haste.

44 

, and Im Hanch’o  were the lead signatories on a joint memorial signed 

before the upcoming wedding of  the crown prince. While the memorial does not appear in the imperial court 
records, the newspaper   noted that the text claimed that scholars throughout the country 

wedding. 

of  their opposition, claimed that opinion in favor of  the promotion was not a spontaneous expression of  the 
nation, but rather a movement ginned up through a coordinated campaign by Yi Yongt’ae 

 declined to identify by name. 
, September 25, 1906, p. 2.

45 This appears to refer to an earlier memorial not included in the imperial court records, not the text translated 
above.
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46

47

Ten-Point Memorial Presented by Gentlemen of  the Thirteen Provinces Concerning 

We submit that we of  humble households are gripped by thoughts of  gloom. This considerable 

what else to do. Recently, we have humbly come to see the imperial rescripts issued in 

approval of  their request, we fear that we are unable to eliminate the concern that there might 

decision, thereby opening a path for those with hearts of  immoral opportunism.

of  the ritual protocols of  this land48 and dare to desire to violate the great bejeweled law 
that our King Sukchong the Great reported to the Royal Ancestral Shrine and bestowed to 

46 
 

47 
reported that the authors 

originally tried to submit this memorial to the Imperial Secretariat on their own but the secretariat refused 
it on the grounds that it was a student memorial (

memorial in  but are absent in the version from the  here translated. Kim had 
served in multiple high-ranking posts during the Kojong reign, having served as third minister of  personnel 
(ijo  

, November 1, 1906, p. 
, 12:197 (  18/ , 14:137 

( , 23:39b. 
48  
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his sons and grandsons for myriad generations to come.49 In applying the law of  this land50 
to this attempt to deceive Your Sagely Brilliance with treasonous words, how can we avoid 
properly rejecting them with extra severity, thereby illuminating that which is good and that 
which is reprehensible so as to uproot the sprouts of  insurrection? 

Now, daring to examine the texts of  the rescripts, we note that they are exceptionally 
gentle and smooth, as though the proposals might be adopted or that it is possible to enact 
them, but just not immediately. If  this is indeed the case, Your Majesty has not yet issued a 

we are terribly afraid of  this.
When ritual propriety is lost, disorder ensues. When disorder reaches an extreme, it 

results in a situation in which the lord does not behave as the lord, subjects do not behave 
as subjects, fathers do not behave as fathers, and sons do not behave as sons. The state then 
collapses accordingly. Never has there been a case wherein this process did not have its origins 
in the collapse of  the way of  husband and wife. The evidence of  this is so clear that even if  
we were not to speak of  it, Your Majesty could not possibly be unaware of  it. Moreover, in 
matters of  state ritual and protocol, Your Majesty follows the distant precedents of  the Ming 

outset it will not be possible to avoid the intent of  the advisors of  state to examine past 

for Your Majesty as it troubles both Your Majesty and His Majesty the Crown Prince. This 

First Point

51

49 

Chang-ssi 
throne in 1694. In 1701, he declared a prohibition on the enthronement of  a concubine as primary consort. 

would violate King Sukchong’s injunction, but it would also result in political upheaval similar to the clashes 

50 
 

51 , reigned from 1368 to 1398. On his accession to the throne, see 
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the passing of  Empress Xiaoci,52 he never took another primary consort. There were many 
concubines and noble consorts who enjoyed his favor, but never did he raise a concubine to 
the rank of  empress. The rule that should be followed today is to be found in the Great Ming. 
Reverently we implore Your Majesty! How fortunate would be the profound engagement of  
Your Sagely Will!

Second Point

Our King Sukchong the Great reported to the Royal Ancestral Shrine his prohibition of  
elevating a concubine to the position of  primary consort and then instructed the myriad 
generations who followed to record it as a bejeweled law of  the state.53 The three criminals 

to stand? If  Your Majesty fails to indict these three criminals, and instead adopts their 
recommendation, how will you show your face before the altar to King Sukchong the Great? 
What words of  gratitude could you offer to the spirits of  the previous twenty-eight great 

truly be a severing of  the great righteousness.54 Reverently we implore Your Majesty! How 
fortunate would be the profound engagement of  Your Sagely Will!

Third Point

formally honor Yuksang Palace,55 but never have we heard of  any discussion of  elevating 
56 with 

to the rank of  primary consort. This was a matter of  respecting the report King Sukchong 
made to the Royal Ancestral Shrine [forbidding the elevation of  a concubine to the rank of  

Yang Jialuo, ed. 
52 On the life of  Empress Xiaoci (Xiaoci huanghu 

Yang Jialuo, ed. 
53 The 

, 392.
54 

be directly disobeying the previous kings and thereby sever the great righteousness of  loyalty to previous 

55 Yuksang Palace (Yuksang-gung 

posthumous titles of  increasing rank upon her, her shrine, and her tomb. He did not, however, posthumously 
elevate her rank to that of  primary consort. See 
politics surrounding the titles and rites for Ch’oe, Lady Suk, see JaHyun Kim Haboush, 

56 Kasun Palace (Kasun-gung 
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57 
Yuksang and Kasun Palaces58 gave birth to great kings and were of  lofty merit and virtue, 

however, is merely Your Majesty’s concubine and is no more than the mother of  Prince 

sagely virtue, but also, we fear it would be impossible to avoid the angry criticism of  myriad 
generations into the future. Reverently we implore Your Majesty! How fortunate would be 
the profound engagement of  Your Sagely Will!

Fourth Point

59 Queen 
Ansun,60 61 have been promoted from concubine to primary consort. 

62 She gave birth to King Tanjong 
63

received the elevated rank of  primary consort.64 Queen Ansun was selected to enter the 
Eastern Palace, but because Queen Changsun65 passed away without giving birth to an heir, 

66 
67

rank of  primary consort. All three cases occurred before King Sukchong made his report 

57 The suggestion here is that it is a matter of  basic decency that concubines are not promoted to the rank of  

58 These are metonyms for Lady Suk and Lady Su, respectively.  
59 ,  (r. 

60 Queen Ansun (Ansun wanghu  
61 

 
62 
63 (  

,  
 

64 The ill-fated King Tanjong  reigned only three years, from 1452 to 1455, before he abdicated the throne 
under duress. King Sejo 

65 Queen Changsun (Changsun wanghu 
66 King Chungjong 

gun 

67 was a notoriously angry and violent ruler. See Wagner, , 58-66.
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were all selected from renowned houses and entered the palace appropriately.68 Only under 
extraordinary circumstances were they elevated to the rank of  primary consort. There has 
been but one case of  a woman born of  a commoner household who became a lady-in-
waiting69 70 
She was soon deposed, however, so clearly this unfortunate case cannot be taken as precedent. 
Moreover, when she advanced to the rank of  primary consort, she had already given birth to 

71 so she was already the private parent72 of  the crown prince. 
King Sukchong so regretted this that he reported to the Royal Ancestral Shrine his injunction 
as a perfect law to be kept by succeeding generations of  sons and grandsons. In addition, 

ladies-in-waiting, there is a difference between a prince and the heir apparent!73 It seems, 

engagement of  Your Sagely Will!

Fifth Point

The memorials that we now see before Your Majesty argue that the wedding of  the crown 
prince will soon be upon us. If  in the ceremonies of  the court presentation, the offering of  
jujubes, and the offering of  dried meat,74 there is no one in the position of  empress, then, 

in the same hall on the same throne, and this would constitute a serious ritual oversight. 

the rank of  primary consort and thereby rectify the position of  empress. Just what sort of  
violation of  regulation and transgression of  propriety is this line of  argument? The offering 

68 (  

69 Lady-in-Waiting (  
, 55. 

70 See note 49.
71 

72  See JaHyun 
Kim Haboush,  (New York: Columbia University 

 
73 

74 In these three ceremonies, the newly married princess presents herself  at court (  
(  

without the presence of  an empress to accept the presentation and offerings together with the emperor.  
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75 The offerings of  jujubes and dried 
meat are among the most important of  ceremonies. If  the father-emperor76 receiving the 

in the past reigns wherein a royal consort receiving them by herself ? The examples are 
indeed numerous and the present case of  Your Majesty alone receiving the jujubes and dried 
meat would be no different. Moreover, if  one were to argue that the rituals of  the Son of  
Heaven77

twenty-six sons, but Empress Ma78 had passed away and the position of  empress remained 

numerous. Let us also consider the ritual practice of  private households. It is commonly 
accepted practice for a widower to hold a wedding for his son and receive the jujubes by 
himself. If  this was a ritual oversight, then he would want to take his concubine and put her in 
the role of  wife, but to make a son honor a concubine as his own mother – how could there 
be such a practice, anywhere in the world, past or present? Neither the rituals of  the state 
nor the rituals of  private households have any such precedent. Reverently we implore Your 
Majesty! How fortunate would be the profound engagement of  Your Sagely Will! 

Sixth Point

In the twenty-eight reigns since Emperor T’aejo,79 there has never been a case in which 
a primary consort was not chosen from a renowned house. This is true not only of  our 
country. If  we consider the protocols of  the Ming dynasty, from the beginning there were no 
cases of  excessive promotion of  a consort. And, it is not only the Ming imperial house that 
was like this. If  we consider each state in the world, there has never been a case in which a 
queen or consort was selected from the classes below the nobility. Moreover, never has there 
been an adoptable precedent in which a palace lady was excessively promoted to the rank of  
primary consort. If  Your Majesty were to inquire broadly and consult extensively, it would be 
clear to see that this line of  argumentation is not without foundation. Reverently we implore 
Your Majesty! How fortunate would be the profound engagement of  Your Sagely Will!

Seventh Point

75 

princess and her offerings in spirit, if  not in body. See 60:16b-17a.
76 The father-emperor (

crown prince. See also note 81.
77 This is a reference to the emperor.
78 This refers to Empress Xiaoci, whose surname was Ma . See note 52.
79 King T’aejo 

the establishment of  the Great Han Empire in 1897. 
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The imperial crown prince has now entered his thirties. If, one morning, he had to refer to 
80 and bow four times below the throne of  the empress and address 

as his own mother-empress81 the woman who for the last thirty years was Lady-in-Waiting 

to know of  this from beyond, how could she not be deeply saddened and lament it? That we 
have come to the point of  having to speak of  this, we painfully wail without end. Throughout 
all the world and across the myriad ages, there is nothing more important and august than 
ethical discipline. If  one truly wishes to illuminate ethics and establish discipline, then it is 

82 Reverently we implore Your Majesty! How fortunate would 
be the profound engagement of  Your Sagely Will!

Eighth Point

If  Your Majesty were to enact this proposal, then the sovereigns of  the next thousand years 
and the next ten-thousand generations would have to make offerings to the tablet of  Empress 

decency be like this? Why so besmirch the providence of  the spirits? Reverently we implore 
Your Majesty! How fortunate would be the profound engagement of  Your Sagely Will!

Ninth Point

Ever since the extreme disaster of  1895,83 His Majesty the imperial crown prince has met 
with great pain and bitterness, and depended only upon Your Highness as both august father 
and loving mother. This gang of  corrupt and conniving treasonous subjects who have taken 

are now shamelessly causing all sorts of  disturbances. We imagine Your Brilliant Mind and 

80  
81 

82  

is the prerequisite for the proper functioning of  the state and the people. The memorialists here invoke this 

83 
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84

castigating this gang of  corrupt and conniving treasonous subjects as they surely roam free. 
If, in a moment of  quietude, Your Highness considers whether or not this proposal is correct 
and then gently inquires at the Eastern Palace, then the peace or disturbance of  Your Brilliant 

our words are helplessly stupid. Reverently we implore Your Majesty! How fortunate would 
be the profound engagement of  Your Sagely Will!

Tenth Point

The royal portrait of  King Sukchong is already housed in the portrait hall. If  Your Majesty 

becomes the primary consort and assumes the duty of  making offerings, then how could 
the spirit of  King Sukchong in heaven descend and bestow his perfect blessings? How could 

the visage of  King Sukchong? The gang of  treasonous subjects who have submitted these 
memorials are not only committing a crime against King Sukchong, they are also, in reality, 

that we have lost our minds in the extreme, but this is a matter of  unwavering sincerity born 
of  our complete loyalty. Reverently we implore Your Majesty! How fortunate would be the 
profound engagement of  Your Sagely Will!

There is something more we wish to express beyond these ten points. It is our humble 
consideration that the rise of  the Imperial Noble Consort from lady-in-waiting, to lady, and 
then to consort, the position of  highest respect for a concubine, is neither damaging to [the 

faultless virtue the Six Palaces,85

84 
85 The Six Palaces (  

houses the altar to Kim, Lady In (In-bin Kim-ssi  (r. 1567-

the father of  King Injo 
The second is Taebin Palace (Taebin-gung 
ssi 

 

which houses the altar to Pak, Lady Su (Su-bin Pak-ssi 
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one-thousand autumns of  the history of  concubines. How could this be but beautiful? We 

virtuousness through instruction in the perfection of  righteous action, then in the future he 
will serve as a hedge and screen86 of  the imperial house and support the imperial rule. The 

87 The present 

from the very beginning, presented no damage whatsoever to the future honors due Prince 

to the laws of  this land88

and bestow the wrong title and position upon the Noble Consort, then the status would be 
extravagant and the honor excessive. We fear this would not be the way of  full restraint and 

Our words come from our concern for the Imperial Noble Consort and from our 

from outstanding love, then the state would be deeply fortunate. Alas! Husband and wife 
are the very origin of  all human relationships. Only when husband and wife are correct is 
the way of  lord and subject, father and son correct. Use it to serve heaven, and then the 
Lord-on-High bestows his aid. Use it to serve the Imperial Ancestral Shrine, and then sons 
and grandsons will be at peace. We have looked at the previous generations of  the lords of  
others who have taken their concubines to be their wives and whenever there has been such 
an instance, not once has disaster not followed, thereby destroying the state and ruining the 
dynastic house. It is abundantly obvious that this is to be greatly feared.

We know steadfastly that Your Majesty is as brilliant as the sun and moon so, of  course, 

ill fortune before it sprouts and thus we dare to take the chance that our stupidity may have, 
for once, produced something of  use and, for the sake of  Your Majesty, we have risked ten-
thousand deaths to present it. We respectfully beg Your Majesty to look down and consider the 
consensus of  the whole country and make the decision to quickly command the authorities 
to apply the law and strictly mete out punishment for the crimes of  the treasonous subjects 

of  the Sagely Will does not waiver and causing treasonous subjects and petty bandits never 

 

86 
87   refer respectively to Zhang Yu , Prince Hejian (Hejian-wang 

, , ,  two renowned 
generals loyal to the then-future Yongle  Emperor during the Ming succession crisis and resulting civil war 

enemies, just as Zhang Yu and Zhu Neng did. See, Yang Jialuo, ed., , 4082-8.  
88  

Chinese precedents. See notes 48 and 50. 
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again to dare to violate the great righteousness of  Our King Sukchong in this matter. Having 

and so dare to speak that which others dare not speak. To accept us or indict us, this is purely 

quake in the extreme.89

90

91

92 93

89 See note 36.
90 This is a typo in the original text and probably should read  .
91 , 

November 6, 1906, p. 3.
92 This appears to be a typo and should read   rather than  .
93 This is a typo in the original text and should read , rather than .

Acta Koreana, Vol. 27, No. 1, June 2024184



94

95 96

97

98

99 100

94 
, November 7, 1906, p. 3.

95 This appears to be a typo and should read   rather than  .
96 This is a typo in the original text and should read , rather than .
97 This is a typo in the original text. While the intended character is unclear, it is possible that it was supposed 

to have read  
, 393. 

98 
, November 8, 1906, p.3.

99 This appears to be a typo and should read   rather than  .
100 This is a typo in the original text and should read , rather than .
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101

102 103

104

101 
, November 9, 1906, p.3.

102 This appears to be a typo and should read   rather than  .
103 This is a typo in the original text and should read  rather than .
104 

, November 11, 1906, p. 3.
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